
experiencing heavy artillery and machine gun 
fire from the outset. The left support com
pany, Company C, was soon enfiladed by 
machine guns at edge of La Grande Cognon 
woods and was at the same time caught by 
intensified artillery fire. It drew slightly to the 
right. At 8:30 a. m. (8V2 hours) the left 
assault company (Company B) ran into severe 
machine gun fire from the southern edge of 
Petite Cognon woods and from machine gun 
emplacements in the open at 4125.6730, to meet 
which it swung slightly to the northeast, but 
maintained liaison with the company on its 
right. In the face of this fire it advanced 200 
yards into the woods and through the opening, 
but was there held up by Captain Bagley, who 
sent a message to the battalion P. C, saying 
that he would withdraw from the woods and 
requested artillery preparation to knock out 
machine gun nests. 

On receipt of this message, artillery fire was 
immediately requested through regimental P. C, 
the co-ordinates being given. Messages were 
also sent to other companies of the battalion, 
notifying them of the contemplated barrage. 
At about 10:15 a. m. (10 hours and 15 minutes) 
the artillery opened fire on the southern edge of 
Grande Cognon, on Petite Cognon, and on the 
open ground between and to the north. After 
about fifteen minutes the barrage lifted and 
Company B advanced straight through without 


